An invitation to lunch with
the First Lady of manners

SHE 15 the First Lady of Ehquette, a party
planner to the royal nch and famous and
15 best known as the manners and ef:
specialist in the Ladette to Lady TV
semies. In her book, Liz Brewer's Ultimate
Gmdet-uPHrtFlemmgamlthuette
Liz considers some of the mam 1ssues
comnected with planning a wedding, from
the invitations to the thank-you letters.
One of the more thomy 15sues m most
weddings 15 money. In the past, the bnde’s
parents would pay for the weddmg, but, in
an exclusive mterview with The Villager,
Liz said: “The rules have changed, who
pays for what depends on the dismbution
of wealth on both sides. The banking cisas
has had 1ts impact, though the landed gentry
still tend to stick to tradition ™ And it 1s not
qust the financing of a weddmg that has
changed With programmes like My Big Fat
Gypsy Wedding there seems to be a sense
of weddmgs becoming more eccentnic, but
Liz sand: “While the gypsy weddings appear
wacky, it 1s all about the bonding of two
families. Marmmiages don’t seem to last too
long now. In the past people would have a
long engagement, that was the when you
got to know each other, and had the nght
to break up at any time._ It was a rehearsal
where you could get used to being a couple
and the idea of being mamed. And Liz
should know, she was engaged six times
before she made her debut trip down the
aisle. Liz said: “One of the problems we
have now 15 that everything 1s speedmg up
becanse of technology. At one time you
would pick up a phone or wnte a letter,

which would take a day to write and post
and it would be three or four days before
you got a reply. There was time for

and contemplation, not having to make
mstant decisions as we do now. Also, now,
you never have to leave your computer.
Social networking can be brilliant, [ use it
to tell people about chanty events, but you
need to be disciplined.

And after the wedding, when the presents
have been put away, Liz recommends an old-
fashumdha.ud—wnﬁmihank}'uumte. She
said: “People find 1t hard to behieve but we
were tanght handwnting. Even now I wnte so
nmich by hand, and when I am sigming books,
andmlsmhewmlﬂﬂatamPEﬂpk
often comment on moy neat

On February 29, The Crown Inn m
Amersham 15 hostng a three course hiterary
hunch with Liz Brewer, when she will
dustil her 30 years of party planning for
some of the world’s biggest stars mnto a
luncheon and Q&A. In 2007 she crgamsed
Dame Shirley Bassey’s 70th with one of
the most spectacular parties of the century
at Chiveden House. The event was filmed
by CNBC, The Luxury Chamnel, and has
been fransmitted nto 200 million homes.
The film crew followed Liz through every
step of the planming process. She said:
“Tthoroughly enjoyed domg this, but the

crew were aware of every
and everything that went on. It was very

Liz Brewer's book: Ultmate Gmde to
Party Planning, fuses ideas with anecdotes
from the author’s own expenences on
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the celebnity circmt. Liz snggmtsparty
entertamnment ideas for dances, reels, games
even such ones as “Sardines’ or “Murder

m the Dark’ to help keep guests ammsed
and assist m cutting the 1ce. In the party
planming section she outlines what cutlery
and table linen to use and expands on party
etiguette, mcludmg, how to choose the nght
guests and deal with drunken guests and
gatecrashers. The author cites a case from her
own es on the A-hst party circmt.
The book i3 n illstrated with hitherto
unpubhished photographs from some of
Liz’s most memorable events and partymg
celebrifies. As well as being featured in
five senies” of ITV's Ladette to Lady, Liz

15 regarded as the UK'’s efiquette expert on
Radio and TV. The Leap Year Luncheon 13
on Wednesday, February 29, from 12 30pm
to 2.30pm at The Crown Inn, Amersham.
Tickets at £23 include the three courses
followed by a Q & A session with Liz Brewer
plus a signed copy of her book. ESVP to

crownrecephon@coachmginn couk or call:
01494 721 341
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WHY be the same as everyone
else when you can step outside of
the box and choose a beantifully
hand-made weddmg nng by Jason
Charles Jewellery?

At Jason Charles we design and
make, by hand, beautiful wedding
rings. We strive to provide
a specialist service o

different to that which
15 found on “the high street” and
what better way to start mamed
life than by designing the nngs
that you are gomg to wear for the
rest of you hife?

How does it work? The process
15 very simple, at the first visit you
will talk to Jason about your ideas,
then he will then come up with a

design en the computer for you to

Precious and unique

see_ As soon as you have chosen
your umgue design the making
will begin. Four to six weeks later,
or sooner if 1t is urgent, you will
be ready to say ‘I do’. So, when
the time 15 night, come and see us
at Jason Charles Jewellery. We
also exhibit a wide selection of our
rmgs at local weddmg fams, why
not come and see us at:
® The Berystede Hotel, Ascot,
February 19
* Northcote House, Sunmingdale,
February 26
®* L ongacres garden centre,
March 3 and 4

Jason Charles Jewellery 1s at 24
High Street, mghill SL5 9NE
01344 874406




